
In response to God’s love and grace, through Jesus Christ, 
we commit to learning, proclaiming, and living the love of God. 

 
 
 

We are glad you have chosen 
to worship with us today! 
We are a community of 
faith committed to 
Christian discipleship. 
 

Greencastle 
Presbyterian 
Church 
10:00 am Worship Service 

The Order of Worship for October 1, 2023 

World Communion Sunday  

SERVING THE CHURCH TODAY 
Preaching ......................................................... Rev. Dr. Robert Cook 
Liturgist ....................................................................... Chloe Kingsley 
Musicians ............................ Dr. J. Frederick Davison, Barbara Lange 
Communion Servers .......... Evelyn Lindecamp, Candace Rutherford 
 David Lindecamp, Scott Peterson 
Sunday School Teachers ................................... Sue Bell, Beth Taylor 
Closer .............................................................................. Paul Sauder 

Please join us for coffee, refreshments, and fellowship 
in the Social Room after Worship, hosted by the 

Special Events Committee. Everyone is welcome! 

Welcome 



* Please stand as able 
CENTERING THOUGHT 

There are times, Lord, when you lift us beyond 
what we thought possible. 

Welcome and Brief Announcements 

The Prelude 
     O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go  Albert Peace, arr. Mark Hayes 

Barbara Lange, piano 

*The Call to Worship 
Leader: Raise your voices, people of God. 

People: Let us sing of the Lord’s steadfast love and 
faithfulness. 

Leader: Let us rejoice that we are God’s beloved, 

People: instruments of grace and healing, 

Leader: the fruit of holy labors, 

People: bearers of promises made for all generations. 

Leader: As a covenant people, let us worship God. 

*Hymn #42     Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure 

*The Prayer of Confession  (Unison) 
Holy One, your steadfast love testifies to your abiding 
presence with us. But we have not always kept good 
company with you. We fail to return your faithfulness as 
we cling more tightly to what we regard as our own ra-
ther than trust in your abundance. We fail to return 
your love as we narrow our care to those who look or 
believe as we do. Forgive us who have abandoned the 
cause of the suffering and called attention to our own 
power. Let your grace renew us in thought and action, 
that we might be faithful to your mission to redeem and 
repair the world. Amen. 



 *The Assurance of Pardon and Peace 
Leader: Friends, believe the good news: 

All: In Jesus, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

*The Gloria Patri #581 

The Children’s Time 

The Prayer for Illumination (Unison) 
O God, who knows us better than we know ourselves: as 
the scriptures are read, we will listen for your voice. By 
your Spirit lead us out of our fears and into the 
knowledge of your love, through Jesus, the Great Shep-
herd of our souls. Amen. 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 5:43-48 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord! 

All: Thanks be to God! 

The Sacred Story Selected From Genesis Chapters 42-45  

The Message   Reconciliation -Pastor Robert Cook 

*The Affirmation of Faith  (from the Belhar Confession) 
We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the 
unity of the communion of saints of the entire human 
family.  

And we believe that that this unity of the people of God 
must be manifest and active, in that we love one an-
other; that we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to 
one another, that we are share one baptism together, 
that we eat of one bread and drink of one cup together, 
that we confess one name, one Lord, for one cause, 
with one hope, which is the height and the breadth and 
the depth and the love of Christ, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

*Hymn #446     How Blest, Those Whose Transgressions 



*The Doxology 

*The Dedication of Our Offerings 

Communion Anthem     In You, We Are One Jay Althouse 

Celebrating Holy Communion 
Pastor: This table is for all of us, near and far, high and low, east 
and west and north and south. This table is for all of us, but it is 
not our table. It’s not a Presbyterian table. It’s not an American 
table. It’s God’s table, for all of us, and it’s a table of grace. So 
come and take your place at the table. 

You are welcome, you are invited, you are called to share this 
holy meal together. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Pastor: It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks 
and praise, O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the universe. 
Even when we were dust, when our story begins in dust, you 
were there, your word was there, your breath into the lifeless 
void. And upon your word all creation sprang into life. When we 
were in the wilderness, terrified, timid, you were there, your 
word was there, with manna just enough for today, with water 
even from the driest rock, with the abundant grace upon which 
our story always rests. 



And when we fell short, slaves to power and greed, you were 
there, your word was there, on the lips of prophets, and in the 
hearts of servants, in stories of revolution and revelation and 
liberation, calling us even now to acts of courage and witness 
and peace. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of an-
gels, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faith-
ful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your 
name: 

Response: Hymn #562      Holy, Holy, Holy 

Pastor: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Blessed are you, O Christ, our Lord, for risking yourself among 
us, vulnerable and rejected; for teaching among us, teaching the 
radical hope of God; teaching grace to a world bent on venge-
ance, teaching love to a world bent on destruction, teaching 
peace to a world bent on tearing itself apart. You were there, 
your word was there, even to the point of death itself. Even faced 
with terror and hatred and the brokenness of the world, you rose 
again, to new life, to new creation, to resurrection, that we might 
know something other than the dust, that we might expect 
something other than the end, that we might work for some-
thing other than ourselves. And so you speak to us again, with 
these abundant gifts of bread and wine, with which we joyfully 
celebrate your dying and rising, as we await the table of the 
Kingdom yet to come, and as we dedicate ourselves again to you, 
thankful, and transformed, as living and holy sacrifices, that our 
lives may proclaim the one crucified and risen. For, great is the 
mystery of faith: 

All:  Christ has died. 

         Christ is risen. 

         Christ will come again. 



Pastor: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, and 
upon these your gifts of bread and wine, that the bread we break 
together, and the cup we share together, may retell our common 
stories together and reshape our common bonds together, and 
remember our common grace together, in the communion of the 
body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ, the one in whose life 
and death you have torn down our divisions. And so may we be 
one with all who share this feast, on this day, of all days, with all 
your children at every corner of your table. May we share this 
abundant cup with all those who thirst for your justice. 

May we share this abundant bread with all those who hunger for 
your righteousness, 

May we be united with every corner of your story, united in 
hope, united in vision, united in purpose, united in ministry in 
every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us from 
this table to be the body of Christ in all the world. 

Send us with a spirit of courage, a spirit of power and love, that 
we may be witnesses in all creation to the unending story of your 
word breathing life into the dust. 

Keep us faithful, and fruitful, and hopeful, and peaceful, until we 
come at last to the one table of your Kingdom, to feast with all 
your saints in the joy of your eternal realm, with you and with 
your Word, through Christ and in Christ, the one who came for 
us, died for us, and rose for us, the one who prays even for us, 
the one who first taught us to pray, praying:  

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Breaking the Bread and Sharing the Cup 

A Prayer After Holy Communion  (Unison) 
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this 
sacrament, united us with Christ, and given us a fore-
taste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal realm.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work 
to your praise and glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



*Hymn#549     May the Love of the Lord 

*The Blessing 

 The Postlude     Come Thou Fount  Tschaikowsky's Concerto, Op. 23 
Barbara Lange, piano 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Marna Yingling 
Becky Hess 
June Marshall 
Nancy McIntyre 
Noah McCampbell 
Herb Layton 
Bernice Walck 
Patti Sechrist 
Alan Shope 
Tim Walck 
Mary Lou Riddle 
Steven Bishop 
Mindy Grosh 
Michael Paylor 
Linda Pittman 
Rachael, Christopher 
& Anna Lee Massieu 

 
Mary Buhl 
Kim Hay 
Cullen Gaston 
Laura Tantillo York 
Barry Thomas 
Bob & Sandy Seidel 
The Gagne family 
Bill & Kathy Kendall 
Dan Amato 
Aaron Frick 
Ray Spitz 
Sue Angle 
Rachel Dayhoff 
Rev. Bill Beck 
Leslie Torres 
Caroline Robinson 

 
 
Dian Bishop 
Dan Patton 
Vasilija Milanovic 
Celia Kuhlmann 
Tracey Hammond 
& family 
Bethany Yeager 
Penny Mohler 
Andi Hess Wingert 
Dot Wilson 
Cathy Thomas 
Dan Dorty 
Dominic Frampton 
Bill Horst 
Bobbi Biesecker 

Good and gracious God, we surrender all worries 
and concerns to You. Knowing that You are in 
control and that all will work out for the good. 

Help us to trust You more each day. Amen. 

Join us each Sunday in October for 
Bible Study at 8:45 am in the Social Room. 

This is a five-week series based on the movie War Room. 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 Sunday 10/1 8:45 am Bible Study (War Room) 
  10:00 am Worship / Communion 

Coffee and Fellowship / First Sunday Food Drive 
Prayers for Wells Valley Presbyterian, Wells Tannery 

 Tuesday 10/3 6:30 pm Christian Education Meeting 
  6:30 pm Worship Committee Meeting 

 Wednesday 10/4 9:00 am Wednesday Prayer Circle 
  5:30 pm Bell Choir (new ringers) 
  6:15 pm Bell Choir (veteran ringers) 
  7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
  7:00 pm Ladies AA Meeting 

 Thursday 10/5 6:30 pm Greencastle-Antrim Food Pantry 

Greencastle-Antrim Food Pantry 
Shelves Are Nearly Bare!  Help Is Needed! 
On Wednesday Sept 13th, the Food Pantry helped 
well over 60 families in need. But the shelves in 
the pantry were hit hard. Of course, the point is 
to give it away to those needing food. So now the 
Food Pantry needs our help to restock. Bring by 
good, in-date dry and canned items during office 
hours or on Sunday. Bless you for helping to care 
for so many of our community members in need!

Bring your puppies and 
kitties, or hamsters or 
snakes and the Pastor 
will bless each one. 

 
THE GPC NEW WEBSITE 

HAS LAUNCHED! 

visitgpcpa.org 
TO ENSURE PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY SOME ITEMS ARE PASSWORD PROTECTED. 

CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR ACCESS. 

https://visitgpcpa.org/

