Greencastle Presbyterian Church

10:00 am Worship Service

Ist Sunday of Christmas

The Order of Worship for December 31, 2023



* Please stand as able

Centering Thoughts

“Let the first act of every morning be to make the following resolve
for the day: - I shall not fear anyone on Earth. - I shall fear only
God. - I shall not bear ill will toward anyone. - I shall not submit to
injustice from anyone. - I shall conquer untruth by truth. And in
resisting untruth, I shall put up with all suffering.” — M. Gandhi

Welcome and Brief Announcements

The Prelude Breath of Heaven Eaton & Grant, arr. Lloyd Larson
Brenda Slick, piano

*The Call to Worship
Leader: Praise the Lord!

People: Praise God from the heavens.
Leader: Young men and women alike, old and young together!

People: Let us praise the name of the Lord, whose
name alone is exalted above earth and heaven.
Alleluia!

*Hymn #143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory

*The Prayer of Confession (Unison)

Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as your
faithful children. We have kept silent in the midst of
prejudice and hatred. We have been idle in the face of
violence and injustice. We have not been a light to the
nations, and our lives have not revealed your glory.
Forgive us, Merciful God. Repair the ugliness of our
sin and restore in us your beautiful grace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Silent prayers of personal confession)



The Assurance of Pardon and Peace with God

Leader: Beloved of God, in Christ God covers us with the robe of
righteousness. Know that you are forgiven and claimed as God’s
own. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel!

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Praise God!
*The Gloria #583  Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Lighting of the Advent and Christ Candles
Brian and Bonnie Rice

A Hymn Sing of Favorite Christmas Carols
The Children’s Time with Their Pastor

The Prayer of Illumination (Unison)

Lord Jesus Christ, you came to our world bring light
and life. You are Light and you are the way, the truth
and the life. Evermore open us to the light of your
Word so that we may faithfully hear and follow you.
Amen.

*The Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-40
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord!
All: Thanks be to God!

The Message

Response to the Word (unison)

We believe that God has come to us as a little child,
making our weakness his strength, securing our
salvation by becoming one of us, blessing us with a
steadfast savior, filling our hearts with joy to be shared
with one another.

We believe that God has birthed righteousness and
justice into the world, giving us a law that will be



written upon our hearts, making the cause of the
oppressed the highest priority, declaring an everlasting
reign of peace, defeating the power of pain and
suffering.

We believe that God calls us to participate in this
reality of love, inviting us to proclaim Christ’s
resurrection at the Table, transforming us as disciples
to go out into the world, sending us forth to announce
his kingdom of peace and comfort, challenging us to
see everyone as nothing less than beloved children.

This we believe. This we proclaim. This we seek to
embody in word and deed. Amen!

Hymn #132 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
The Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

*The Doxology #606

*The Dedication of Our Offerings

*The Closing Hymn #134 Joy to the World
*The Blessing

Postlude Fum, Fum, Fum traditional, arr. Mark Hayes
Brenda Slick, piano

You won’t want to miss our WEBSITE WORKSHOP on
Sunday, January 7... starting 10-minutes after worship
concludes... and lasting no more than 30-minutes. The
Outreach Committee invites you to learn all about our
new website features, hear about the steps needed to
have information placed on the site and learn how you
GPC can use the secure giving feature to conveniently
donate to the GPC. www.visitgpcpa.org




PRAYER CONCERNS

Marna Yingling
Becky Hess
June Marshall
Nancy Mclntyre
Herb Layton
Bernice Walck
Patti Sechrist
Alan Shope

Tim Walck
Mary Lou Riddle
Steven Bishop
Mindy Grosh
Michael Paylor
Linda Pittman

Rachael, Christopher
& Anna Lee Massieu

Mary Buhl
Kim Hay
Cullen Gaston

Bob & Sandy Seidel
The Gagne family
Bill & Kathy Kendall
Dan Amato
Aaron Frick

Ray Spitz

Sue Angle

Rev. Bill Beck
Caroline Robinson
Dian Bishop

Dan Patton
Vasilija Milanovic
Tracey Hammond
and family

Bethany Yeager
Penny Mohler
Dot Wilson
Cathy Thomas
Dominic Frampton
Bobbi Biesecker
Sue Lum

Jan Shafer
Rowan Stotler
Jerry Tarr

Cora Crider
Jane Everetts
Laura

Shawn Schaeffer

Good and gracious God, we surrender all worries
and concerns to You. Knowing that You are in
control and that all will work out for the good.

Help us to trust You more each day. Amen.



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday 12/31 10:00am  Worship Service
Coffee Fellowship

Monday 1/1 NEW YEAR’S DAY Office Closed
Tuesday 1/2 6:30 pm  Christian Education Meeting

Wednesday 1/3 9:00am  Wednesday Prayer Circle
6:30 pm  Bell Choir
7:00 pm  Chancel Choir
7:00 pm  Ladies AA Meeting

Thursday 1/4 6:30pm  Greencastle-Antrim Food Pantry
Saturday 1/6 Epiphany of the Lord

Sunday 1/7 10:00 am Baptism of the Lord
Worship Service with Communion
Coffee Fellowship / First Sunday Food Drive

SERVING THE CHURCH TODAY

Preaching ....cvveviivciiee e Rev. Dr. Robert Cook
LITUIEIST e Julia Herrmann
ACOIVEE . Nate Herrmann
MuUSICIaNS ......ccuvveeeeeeeeeeeeinnnnnn. Dr. J. Frederick Davison, Brenda Slick
Advent &Christ Candle .........cccvvvvvvvvvvvvvennnnns Brian Rice, Bonnie Rice
Sunday School Teachers .......ccccceeeeeevnnnnnenn. Erin Herrmann, Sue Bell
Video / AUAIO TECH wevveeeeeee e Ami Myers
(6110 1YY PRSP Paul Sauder

Please join us for coffee, refreshments,
and fellowship in the Social Room after Worship.
Everyone is welcome! Hosted by Dottie Davison.




EPIPHANY is the celebration of God’s manifestation or self-revelation
to the world in Jesus Christ. In particular, we celebrate the revelation
of God’s promise and purpose to the nations of the world, as the
magi came from the East to worship to the Christ child, and God’s
covenant of grace is extended to all who believe the good news of
Christ Jesus. The symbolism of light is important: not only because of
the star that guided the magi, but as it relates to the bright dawning
of God’s self-revelation in Christ.

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of
Common Worship_(Geneva Press, 2003, 94-95)

The word “epiphany” (from the

Greek epiphaneia or theophaneia)
means “appearance” or “manifestation”
of God, and has roots in the word for
sunrise or dawn. In ancient times, an
epiphany meant either a visible
manifestation of a god or the solemn
visit of a ruler venerated as a god.

For Christians, Christmas marks the
coming of God to us; Epiphany
celebrates the appearance of the Lord in
the midst of humanity. The Christmas
stories of the birth of Immanuel declare
the divine entry; Epiphany extols the
revelation of God to the world in the
person of Jesus of Nazareth.

leb . £ Chri d A painting of the adoration of
In our celebrations o ristmas an the Magi by Spanish painter Luis

Epiphany we rejoice in the dawning and Tristan de Escamilla (1586-1624).
the arising of Light in darkness. ...

Epiphany not only discloses the Savior to

the world but also calls the world to show forth Christ, to be
witnesses to God’s true Light. The timeless mystery of the
incarnation, God in flesh, leads us forth to show and tell of Christ as
God’s gift of grace and salvation for all persons. Some call this
ongoing epiphany the work of Christmas.


https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664502326/the-companion-to-the-book-of-common-worship.aspx
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664502326/the-companion-to-the-book-of-common-worship.aspx

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

At the beginning of his public ministry, Jesus presents himself to John
to be baptized in the Jordan. The heavens open, the Holy Spirit
descends as a dove and we hear the voice of God: “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you | am well pleased” (see Psalm 2:7).

At this festival of the Christian year, we not only remember Jesus’
baptism, but we celebrate our own: the baptism we share with Christ.
Accordingly, this Sunday is an appropriate time to celebrate the
sacrament of baptism or the reaffirmation of the baptismal covenant.
It also foreshadows the season of Lent, as Jesus was immediately
driven into the wilderness for 40 days after his own Baptism.

God'’s rule inaugurated
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of
Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 148)

The Baptism of the Lord is closely related
to Epiphany and should be considered in
relation to that feast. Jesus’ ministry to
bring in God’s rule was inaugurated in his
baptism. As he came out of the water,
the Spirit rested on Jesus and a sign of
God’s approval was heard. On this day,
we celebrate not only Jesus’ baptism but
our own as well, for our baptism is rooted
in Christ. Baptism joins us to Christ and
his church, and with all of the baptized we are called to share in Jesus’
ministry. In the waters of baptism, we are buried with Christ, cleansed
of our sins, and raised to share in his resurrection. The Spirit is given
to us and we are declared the children of God.

Icon of the Baptism of the Lord.

PRAYER FOR MY FAMILY
Father, when all was ready You sent Your Son to dwell in time.
Obedient to the laws of life in our world.
Teach us the sanctity of human love,
show is the value of family life
and help us to live in peace with all people
that we may share in Your life forever.
Amen.
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