
 



THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

* Please stand as able 

Welcome 

The Prelude     Jesus Paid It All arr. Dan Forrest 
Barbara Lange, piano 

*The Call to Worship 
Leader: In the growing darkness we gather.  Our Lenten jour-
ney has brought us here.  

People: Jesus, our Teacher and Lord, sets before us:  

Leader: A towel… a bowl… bread… a cup…  

People: Jesus gives us an example and a command-
ment: to love one another as he has loved us.  

All: This is how everyone will know we are his disci-
ples, when we love each other.  

*HYMN #693     Though I May Speak (The Gift of Love) 

*THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 
Creator and Loving God, you kneel to wash our feet, 
yet we are reluctant for you to see all the places we 
have gone in our attempts to escape you.  You would 
bathe us in the warm, living waters of your love, and 
though we splash and play in the puddles of tempta-
tion.  We have received all the gifts you have to offer, 
yet we are tempted to think they are only for us, rather 
than sharing them.  

Forgive us, Holy One, and have mercy on us.  What can 
we give you for all your wonderful graciousness to-
ward us?  



As you have broken your heart for us, may we open 
ours in service to others.  As you have given your life 
for us, may we offer ours to bring healing to the world.  
As you have called us together around your Table, may 
we go forth to feed a world hungry, not only for food, 
but for that Spirit which brings peace and reconcilia-
tion.  Amen   (Silent prayer) 

*The Assurance of Peace 
Leader: Friends! Believe the good news!  On this most sacred 
of nights, we have received the good news: God has come in 
Christ Jesus, to fill us with hope and peace, to bathe us in 
grace and mercy. In the name of Jesus, we are forgiven.  

ALL: In remembrance, we go out: to bring hope where 
despair lives; to be servants to those who are hurt and 
broken; to love as selflessly as we are loved by Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen  

*The Gloria Patri #581 

The Prayer for Illumination (Unison) 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your 
Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are read and your 
Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say 
to us today. Amen 

The First Scripture Reading Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19. 

The Anthem     Medley of the Cross arr. Howard Helvey 

*The Gospel Reading John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord! 

All: Thanks be to God! 

The Message -Rev. Mark Ruzicka 

Hymn #517     Here, O Our Lord, We See You (Verses 1-3) 



THE LORD'S SUPPER 

Pastor 1: Brothers and sisters in Christ, the gospels tell us that 
before he suffered, Jesus sat at table with his disciples and es-
tablished a new covenant in his blood. After he suffered, on the 
day he rose from the dead, he appeared to some of the disciples 
and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
Come, then, to the supper of our Lord. Let us prepare the table 
with the offerings of our lives and labor. 

People: Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the uni-
verse, you who have brought forth bread from the earth. 
Blessed be God, now and forever! Blessed are you, Lord 
our God, King of the universe, you who created the fruit 
of the vine. Blessed be God, now and forever! 

Pastor 2: As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes 
once dispersed on the hillsides are now reunited on this table in 
bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole church soon be gath-
ered together from the corners of the earth into your kingdom. 
Maranatha!  Come, Lord Jesus! 

Pastor 1: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor 2: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right for us to give thanks. 

Pastor 1: It is our joy and our peace at all times and in all places 
to give thanks to you, Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, 
through Christ our Lord. 

It is indeed right and good to glorify you, at all times and in all 
places, and to offer you our thanksgiving, O Lord. Through your 
living Word you created all things and pronounced them good. 
You made human beings in your own image, to share your life 
and reflect your glory. In the fullness of time, you gave Christ to 
us as the way, the truth, and the life. In the upper room Christ 
gave us this supper, that we should celebrate the memorial of 



the cross and resurrection, by which he became the source of 
salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore, with the 
whole company of saints in heaven and on earth, with all crea-
tion in all time, we say to your glory: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts! Heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

Pastor 2: We give thanks to God that our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
before he suffered, gave us this memorial of his sacrifice, until 
his coming again. For the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, 
and said, "This is my body which is for you. Do this in remem-
brance of me." In the same way also the cup, after supper, say-
ing, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often 
as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 
he comes. 

Pastor 1: We shall do as our Lord commands. We proclaim that 
our Lord Jesus was sent by the Father into the world, that he 
took upon himself our flesh and blood, and bore the wrath of 
God against our sin. We confess that he was condemned to die 
that we might be pardoned, and suffered death that we might 
live. We proclaim that he is risen to make us right with God, and 
that he shall come again in glory to his new creation. We do this 
now, and until he comes again. 

Pastor 2: O God, send down your Spirit upon us, your people, 
and upon this bread and wine, that to us they may be Christ's 
body and blood, and that in partaking we may be one single 
body and one single spirit in Christ, a living sacrifice to the 
praise of your glory. 

The bread which we break 
is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 
for we all share the same loaf. 



Pastor 1: The cup for which we give thanks 
is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
The cup which we drink 
is our participation in the blood of Christ. 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Hosanna in the highest! 

The Communion 

Ushers will serve the bread to all. Please hold the bread 
until all are served. The pastors will guide us to partake to-
gether. Likewise, with the cup. 

THE STRIPPING OF THE SANCTUARY 

The candles are extinguished, and all linens, paraments, 
and worship elements are removed from the Sanctuary. 
During their removal, Psalm 88 is read. 

A Reading of Psalm 88 

A Congregational Prayer (Unison) 

O God of our darkest nights and our endless thoughts, 
we cry out to you now asking why? Though we know the 
end of the journey, we push away thoughts of Alleluia 
to dwell in the silence of the “why.” As we leave this 
night in silence, be with us through our darkest hours, 
our biggest whys, and our softest cries to you O God. 
And as we prepare to leave in solemn silence, let us 
come together now to whisper the prayer again our 
Lord has taught us, whispering... 



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

DEPART IN SILENCE 

Worshippers are invited to remain for a time of meditation and 
prayer, then leave in silence. There is no benediction.) 
 

Rev. Dr. Robert Cook has been Interim Pastor at GPC since 
September 2019. Starting in 1979, Dr. Cook has served a variety 
of congregations. He believes in the love and grace of God 
for all people. 

Currently, the Rev. Mark Ruzicka is pastor of Grace UCC in 
Greencastle and is serving as Chaplain to two UCC Nursing 
Homes in Carlisle:  Thornwald and Sarah Todd Homes.  Previ-
ously, he served St John's UCC in Chambersburg and also Christ 
Church UCC in Bethlehem, PA (each for about 8 years).  While 
at Susquehanna University, he sensed a call to ministry while 
listening to the story in the Gospels in which Jesus says to Peter, 
“Feed my sheep. And, tend my lambs.”  After graduating from 
Susquehanna University in 1998 and serving a year in the Lu-
theran Volunteer Corps in Chicago, he attended Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary, graduating in 2002.  He is married to Christel 
(a high school English teacher at Waynesboro), and they have 
three children:  Hope (19), Jacob (17) and Samantha (13).  

All offerings received this evening 

will benefit the 

Greencastle-Antrim Food Pantry 



 

SERVING THE CHURCH 
Preaching 
Rev. Mark Ruzicka, Pastor Grace United Church of Christ 
Rev. Dr. Robert Cook, Interim Pastor Greencastle Presbyterian 
Church 

 

Musicians 
Patricia Stepler, Choir Director Grace United Church of Christ 
Dr. J. Frederick Davison, Director of Music Ministry Greencastle 
Presbyterian Church 

Barbara Lange, Piano 

Soprano - Roberta Biesecker, Darlene Bitner, Becky Fic, 
Barbara Grane, Deb Homer, Cathy Keefer, Patsy Lee, 
Lu Miller, Carolyn Shoemaker, Patricia Stepler 

Alto - Donna Grosh, Joanne Lewis, Nancy Myers, 
Margaret Stouffer, Rebecca Wertime, Dorthalee Wilson 

Tenor - Brian Keck 

Baritone - Tim Bryan, Pastor Mark Ruzicka, Larry Stepler 

Bass - Randall Ackerman, Barry Leap 

 

Communion Servers 
Mary Ann Ackerman, Randall Ackerman, 
Cathy Keefer, Margaret Stouffer 

 

“How very good and pleasant it is 
when kindred live together in unity!” 

Psalm 133:1 


