
In response to God’s love and grace, through Jesus Christ, 
we commit to learning, proclaiming, and living the love of God. 

The Order of Worship for September 15, 2024 
10:00 am Worship Service 

 Today is Rally Day!  Sunday School resumes after 

the Children's Message. A light breakfast will be 

served after Worship in the Social Room. Hosted by 

our Special Events Committee. All are welcome! 

SERVING THE CHURCH TODAY 

Preaching......................................................... Rev. Dr. Robert Cook 
Liturgist .................................................. Racheal Marconi Bowman 
Musicians .............................. Dr. J. Frederick Davison, Brenda Slick 
Acolyte ............................................................................. Liam Papa 
Nursery Teachers ................................................ Keri Papa, Sue Bell 
Audio/Video Tech .............................................................. Jim Papa 
Closer ............................................................................ Paul Sauder 



* Please stand as able 
Centering Thought 

In the work of redemption there is no compulsion. No external 
force is employed. Under the influence of the Spirit of God, 

a person is left free to choose whom they will serve. 
In the change that takes place when the soul surrenders 

to Christ, there is the highest sense of freedom. 

Welcome and Brief Announcements 

The Prelude     My Tribute Andre Crouch, arr. Mark Hayes 
Brenda Slick, piano 

*The Call to Worship 
Leader: O Lord, open our lips, and our mouths will proclaim 
your praise. 

People: It is good to praise the Lord and make music 
to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your love in 
the morning, and your faithfulness at night.  

Leader: Come, let us sing for joy to God; let us shout aloud to 
the Rock of our salvation.  

People: Let us come before the Lord with 
thanksgiving and praise God with music and song! 

*Hymn #638     O Come and Sing unto the Lord 

*The Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that 
we have tried to hide from you; we have lived for 
ourselves, and apart from you. We have turned from 
our neighbors, and not shared their burdens. We have 
kept distance from the pain of the world, and left many 
hungry, poor, and oppressed. In your mercy, forgive 
us, and free us from our self-centered ways, so that we 
may instead choose your will, and walk humbly with 
you. We also pray the silent prayers on our hearts . . . 
(a moment of silence for personal prayer) 



*The Assurance of Peace with God 

Leader: Hear the Good News! By the merits of Jesus Christ, we 
are forgiven! 

All: Thanks be to God! 

*The Gloria Patri #581 

The Children’s Time with Their Pastor 

The Prayer for Illumination (Unison 

Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the 
Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us to be steadfast in our 
hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and in our 
living. Amen. 

The First Scripture Reading Habakkuk 1:1-20 

Anthem     If You Love Me Joel Raney 

*The Gospel Reading Luke 17:5-10 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God! 

The Message     When God Just Won’t… 

*Response to the Word (unison) 

We believe in the one God, creator and sustainer of all 
things, Father of Nations, the source of all goodness 
and beauty, all truth and love. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, 
our teacher, example, and Redeemer, the Savior of the 
world. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for 
guidance, for comfort, and for strength. 



We believe in the forgiveness of sins, in the life of love 
and prayer, and in grace equal to every need. 

We believe in the Word of God contained in the Old and 
New Testaments as the sufficient rule both of faith and 
of practice. 

We believe in the Church, those who are united in the 
living Lord for the purpose of worship and service. 

We believe in the reign of God as the divine will 
realized in human society, and in the family of God, 
where we are all brothers and sisters. 

We believe in the final triumph of righteousness, and 
in the life everlasting. Amen. 

*Hymn #368     We Fall Down 

Joys, Cares and Concerns 

The Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer (Unison) 

*The Doxology #606 

*The Offering Prayer 

*Hymn #691     Lord, When I Came into This Life 

*The Blessing 

  The Postlude 
     Precious Lord, Take My Hand  traditional, arr. Jack Schrader 

Brenda Slick, piano 



Christian Education 
Youth Group begins tonight, Sunday, September 15, at 6:00 pm! 
We will meet at the church then walk to Mikie’s to enjoy some ice 
cream and discuss the upcoming meetings. 

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
 Sunday 9/15 10:00 am Worship – Rally Day 

followed by a light breakfast in the Social Room 
Prayers for Highland United Presbyterian Church, Newport 

  2:00 pm Dementia Caregivers 
  6:00 pm Youth Group 

 Wednesday 9/18 9:00 am Greencastle-Antrim Food Pantry 
  9:00 am Wednesday Prayer Circle 
  6:00 pm Bell Choir 
  7:00 pm Chancel Choir 
  7:00 pm Ladies AA Meeting 

 Thursday 9/19 9:30 am Summer Book Study 
  7:00 pm Deacons Meeting 

 Saturday 9/21 7:00 am Departure for Mission Trip 
   to Laurel Kentucky 

 Sunday 9/22 10:00 am Worship / Coffee & Fellowship 
Welcome New Members 

Prayers for Big Spring Presbyterian Church, Newville 

Laurel Mission Team Goes to Kentucky Sept 21-28 
For many years GPC has partners with the Prince Street Church of the 
Brethren (Shippensburg) and since last year with Cornerstone Bible 
Church (Greencastle) in sending volunteers to the Laurel Mission 
Station in rural Kentucky. A variety of work experiences, such as 
construction, renovation, clothing and food bank work are carried out 
by our volunteers. We invite you to be in prayer for the volunteers 
from GPC as they embark on this year’s mission. Our volunteers 
include Polly Coulter, Matt Kerstetter, Brian Rice, and Debbie Young. 
Be in prayer daily for traveling mercies, good health, a positive 
experience and to get a lot done.  It's God's work--using our hands. 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
Becky Hess 
June Marshall 
Nancy McIntyre 
Herb Layton 
Patti Sechrist 
Alan Shope 
Tim Walck 
Mary Lou Riddle 
Steven Bishop 
Mindy Grosh 
Michael Paylor 
Linda Pittman 
Rachael, Christopher 
  & Anna Lee Massieu 
Mary Buhl 
Cullen Gaston 
Bob & Sandy Seidel 
The Gagne family 
Bill & Kathy Kendall 
Aaron Frick 
Ray Spitz 
Sue Angle 
Rev. Bill Beck 
Caroline Robinson 
Dian Bishop 
Dan Patton 
Vasilija Milanovic 
The Hammond family 
Bethany Yeager 

Penny Mohler 
Cathy Thomas 
Dominic Frampton 
Sue Lum 
Jan Shafer 
Rowan Stotler 
Jane Everetts 
Shawn Schaeffer 
Sandra Meadows 
Frank & Tracey Toston 
Bill Horst 
Colin Rinker 
Tiffany Robinson 
Archer Hohl 
The Russell family  
Leona Cain 
Mary Steel 
Sally Snyder 
Chelsea White 
Beth R 
George Price 
Tim Reed 
Doris Henson 
Lynne Leap 
Gail Guyton 
Skylar Sites 
Cheryl Luger 
Marvin & Nancy Rice 

Dear Jesus, Divine Physician and Consoler, we turn to you 

in our hour of need. O Good Shepherd, lighten our worry and 

sorrow with your gentle love, and grant us the grace and 

strength to bear this load. We place our trust in you. Amen. 



 

Dear Friends, 
    I want to thank you for your prayers, 
notes, and cards during my recent 
absence. I feel blessed to be part of 
this caring GPC family. 

Most grateful, 
Dottie Davison 

IF YOU ARE NEW HERE  —  We are glad you joined us for worship! 
Please take a moment to sign the visitor card located in your pew and 
place it in the offering basket in the front of the sanctuary. Print your 
name, address, phone number, and email address so we can follow 
up with you. If you want to learn more about our church, a good 
place to start is our website visitgpcpa.org 

APPLAUSE IN A WORSHIP SERVICE 
From time to time in a worship service someone might offer a moving 
musical piece, a deeply felt song or anthem and we might offer 
applause.  Some in our congregation have expressed concern and the 
opinion that applause is not appropriate during worship. Applause 
makes it seem that those being applauded have “performed” to 
please the congregation rather than offered their praise to God.  And 
it raises the possibility that those who lead in worship may come to 
expect the applause and be hurt if others were applauded and they 
were not. What guidance do we have beyond our varying opinions? 

We have guidance from the Bible and our Book of Order. Since 
applause almost seems always to occur in connection with music, 
instrumental or vocal, we should note that the Book of Order says,  

“In worship, music is not to be for entertainment or artistic display.” 
(W-2.1004)  

This observation is made in the context of music being described as a 
form of worship by a choir or soloist or a musician. The appropriate 
response is not by clapping, but in saying “Amen.”   

We can never go wrong when we put God first. 

https://visitgpcpa.org/give/


 

2024 GPC Annual Picnic 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fellowship compliments of GPC 

Music compliments of 
Barry Leap and Liam Papa 

Food compliments of many, 
many wonderful chefs 

Preaching compliments of 
Pastor Bob Cook 

Glorious weather with blue sky 
compliments of God, Our Father! 

Notes: __________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 


