
In response to God’s love and grace, through Jesus Christ, 
we commit to learning, proclaiming, and living the love of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR May 24, 2026 

Recognizing Graduates & Scholarship Recipients 
10:00 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 



* Please stand as able 
Centering Thought 

Pentecost isn’t just the birthday of the Church— 
it’s an invitation for each of us to receive the Holy Spirit 

with new openness and fire. 

Welcome and Brief Announcements 

The Prelude:      I Know the Lord 
      Done Laid His Hand on Me Patricia Hurlbutt 

GPC Bell Choir 

*The Call To Worship 
Leader: On the day of Pentecost, the CHURCH was gathered 
together in one place. Could it have looked something like 
this? (Turn and look around you; notice the people who are 
near you today and wave to them.) 

Leader: On the day of Pentecost, the Spirit of God blew 
through the church like a howling WIND. Could it have 
sounded something like this? (Respond by making wind 
noises with your mouth and wave your Pentecost flame or 
hands over your head.) 

Leader: On the day of Pentecost, differences were minimized 
as PEOPLE came together seeing and hearing one another. 
Could it have felt something like this? (Respond by holding 
hands with someone near.)  

Leader:  On the day of Pentecost, the SPIRIT of God fell down 
like fire and wind on everyone gathered there that day. And 
sons and daughters prophesied. (If you are a son or daughter, 
no matter your age, place one hand on your heart.)  

Leader: And young people saw VISIONS. (If you consider 
yourself young, or young at heart, place a second hand on 
your heart).  



Leader: And old people dreamed DREAMS. (If you consider 
yourself wise in years, place a second hand on your heart).  

Leader: THANKS BE TO GOD for bringing us together in 
this worship place. May we, like those before us, worship God 
with our whole heart. Amen. (All God’s people please stand 
and wave your Pentecost flames or hands above your head!) 

*Hymn #290       O Day of Joy and Wonder! 

*The Prayer of Confession (unison) 
We pray to you, O Lord, in your grace, to show us 
your Spirit; you are the breath of creation, the wind 
of change that blows through our lives, opening us up 
to new dreams and new hopes, new life in Jesus 
Christ. Forgive us our closed minds, which barricade 
themselves against new ideas, preferring the past to 
what you might want to do through us tomorrow. For-
give our closed eyes, which fail to see the needs of 
your world, blind to opportunities of service and love. 
Forgive our closed hands, which clutch our gifts and 
our wealth for our own use alone. Forgive us our 
closed hearts, which limit our affections to ourselves 
and our own. Spirit of new life, forgive us and break 
down the prison walls of our selfishness, that we 
might be open to your love and open for service in 
your world, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
(Silent prayer) 

*The Assurance of Pardon and Peace 
Leader: Friends! Believe the Good News! By the mercies of 
Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live a new life! 

All: Thanks Be to God! 

*The Gloria Patri  #582 
       Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

The Children’s Time with Their Pastor 



*The Prayer for Illumination (Unison) 
Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may 
the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us to be steadfast 
in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and 
in our living. Amen. 

The First Scripture Reading I Corinthians 12:3b-13 

The Anthem   Send Down the Fire Marty Haugen, arr. Mark Hayes 

Send down the fire of your justice, send down the rains of 
your love; come, send down the Spirit, breathe life in 
your people, and we shall be people of God. 

Call us to be your compassion, teach us the song of your 
love; give us hearts that sing, give us deeds that ring, 
make us ring with the song of your love. 

Send down the fire of your justice, send down the rains of 
your love; come, send down the  

*The Second Scripture Reading Acts 2:1-13 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord! 

All: Thanks be to God! 

The Message 

Honoring Our 2026 Graduates 

Brady Papa, 2026 graduate of Greencastle-Antrim 
High School 

Kara Herrmann, 2026 graduate of Duquesne University 
with a BSN in Nursing 

Julia Mills, 2026 graduate of University of Richmond 
with a BA in Psychology 

Racheal Bowman, 2026 graduate of Shippensburg University 
with an MEd in Leadership and Principal Certification 



Awarding The 2026 Matthew Anderson Scholarships 

Michael Doncheski - Penn State College of Engineering 

Olivia Carey - Liberty University 

Caterina Marchiano - Millersville University 

Magdelen Young - Belmont Abbey College 

Olivia Beaver - Houghton University 

Grace Monday - Hagerstown Community College 

A Choral Blessing: 



Joys, Cares and Concerns 

The Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

*The Doxology #606 

*The Dedication of Our Tithes and Our Lives 

*The Closing Hymn #549      May the Love of the Lord 

*The Blessing 

The Postlude      I'll Fly Away Albert Brumley, arr. Mark Hayes 

Brenda Slick, piano 

SERVING THE CHURCH 
Preaching ......................................................... Rev. Dr. Robert Cook 
Musicians ............................... Dr. J. Frederick Davison, Brenda Slick 
Liturgist .......................................................................... Sheila Gates 
Acolyte ....................................................................... Colton Merkel 
Audio Video Tech ........................................................... Jeff Stouffer 
Closer ............................................................................. Paul Sauder 

GPC Bell Choir 
Fred Davison, Director 

 Mary Ann Ackerman  Brian Keck  Barry Leap 
 Terry Davis Berry Kline  Kaylynn Leap 
 Joyce Hopkins Danielle Kline  Dee Patton 

Everyone is invited to 
the Social Room after Worship 

for Coffee & Fellowship 



PRAYER CONCERNS 
June Marshall 

Patti Sechrist 

Alan Shope 

Tim Walck 

Mindy Grosh 

Michael Paylor 

Kathy Kendall 

Dan Patton 

Bethany Yeager 

Penny Mohler 

Cathy Thomas 

Sue Lum 

Frank & Tracey Toston 

Sally Snyder 

Chelsea White 

Lynne Leap 

Marvin & Nancy Rice 

David Myers 

Todd Smith 

John & Alysa Stanton 

Leslie Moose 

Donna Bingaman 

Emmie White 

Terri Brust 

Helen Taulbee 

Bonnie Speaks 

Cindy Widder 

Donna & Sarah Stillwagon 

Carla Vickers 

Kevin Taulbee 

Brandon Fisher 

Cora Crider 

Kim Tartaglia 

Bill Heacox 

Amanda Lain 

Steve Miller 

Julie Miller 

Frank Custis 

Tinninis / Seidel Family 

Eberhardt Family 

Alicia DeAngelis 

Evelyn Thompson 

Dremah Sue Rockwell  
Runshaw 

Jerry Tarr 

R. H. Stamper 

This prayer list reflects our love and support for our church family. 
Please submit or review names on the list to balance healing requests 

with general community/member prayers. Thank you. 



THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sunday, May 24      Pentecost 
 10:00 am Worship followed by Coffee Fellowship 

Honoring our Graduates and Scholarship Recipients 
Prayers for Paxton Presbyterian Church, Harrisburg 

 1:00 pm Sanctuary reserved for private event 

Monday, May 25      Memorial Day 

Tuesday, May 26 
 6:00 pm Social Room reserved for private event 

Wednesday, May 27 
 9:00 am Prayer Group 
 6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 pm Ladies AA Meeting 

Thursday, May 28 
 10:00 am Bible Study 

Saturday, May 30 
 9:00 am Spring Clean-up 

Sunday, May 31      Trinity Sunday 
 10:00 am Worship followed by Coffee Fellowship 

 
COMING SOON . . . 2026 GPC DIRECTORY 



SUPPORT COMMUNITY CAMP: JUNE 15 – 19, 2026 

+ Check our wish list on Amazon. There you will find our list titled 
Rainforest Falls Community Camp. You may also follow this link 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-
view/13E7XFVM18WRV 

 
+ Make a monetary donation to help cover camp costs by putting 

in the offering plate, memo line: Community Camp 

+ Help us create decorations for the week 

+ Signup to volunteer that week as a snack helper, craft helper, 
crew leader or assistant 

https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/13E7XFVM18WRV
https://www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-view/13E7XFVM18WRV


PENTECOST IS A NEW CREATION 
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship 

According to the Day of Pentecost story in Acts 2:1-13, God gave the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to empower witnesses to the resurrection. 
Sounds from heaven, cosmic language, the rush of a mighty ruach 
(wind, spirit, breath) invaded the house in which the apostles gathered, 
and appeared to them as a burning fire. Tongues of fire touched their 
nerve centers. A power — the unseen power of God — moved among 
them and gripped them. The Holy Spirit is unseen, like the wind, which 
is why the Old Testament calls it ruach YHWH, “the wind, or breath, of 
God” (cf. John 3:8). The Spirit is the “unseenness of God” working 
among us.  

According to Joel (2:28-29) the ruach is to open everybody to God’s 
future. People young and old will dream and will have visions of hope; 
they will be able to loose themselves from the way things are now, be-
cause God is establishing a whole new economy of creation. The Holy 
Spirit breaks us out of our preoccupation with ourselves and frees us 
to serve neighbors, loosens our grasp on possessions, and sets us to 
loving people. New creation is what Joel is talking about. Pentecost is 
new creation.  

The book of Acts tells the story of the outcome of Pentecost’s new cre-
ation: people witness in word and in deed to the risen Christ. At the 
outset, the newborn church immediately tumbled out into the streets 
to witness to God’s mighty works in the languages of people all over 
the world. By the end of the story, a tiny, Spirit-filled community of 
faith that broke from its present order has spread across the continents 
with incredible power to bring new things into being. With the gift of 
the Spirit, all things are possible. …  

Therefore, on the Day of Pentecost, we celebrate God’s gift of Holy 
Spirit which draws us together as one people, helps us to comprehend 
what God is doing in the world, and empowers us to proclaim, in word 
and in deed, God’s plan of reconciling all people in the name of Christ 
(Ephesians 1:10).  

Without the gift of the Spirit, Christ’s church dries up and withers away, 
and we are left with only our broken selves. With the gift of the Spirit, 
all things are possible. A spirit-filled community of faith opens eyes to 
needs in the world and sees its missing as God’s new people. The Day 
of Pentecost is the climax of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, celebrating 
as it does the gift of the Spirit to the body of Christ — the church. 



GPC STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Robert Cook ..................................................... Interim Pastor 
Dr. J. Frederick Davison .............................. Director of Music Ministry 
Keri Papa ................................. Acting Director of Christian Education 
Colleen Seidel ....................................................... Youth Group Leader 
Susan Miller................................................................. Office Manager 
Ryan Hock............................................................................. Custodian 
Debbie Hock ......................................................................... Custodian 
Bryan Larew ................................................................ Groundskeeper 

SESSION MEMBERS 
Class of 2027 

Dottie Davison 
Carole Malin .............................................. Property & Maintenance 
Dee Patton ..................................................................Special Events 
Jenn Robertson ........................................................ Clerk of Session 

Class of 2028 
Mary Ann Ackerman .......................................... Outreach / Mission 

Class of 2029 
Ben Herrmann 
Jim Papa 
George Price 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
Class of 2027 
Polly Coulter 

Kelly Kerstetter 
Debra Miller 

Virginia Vallillo 

Class of 2028 
Brian Rice 

 
 
 

Class of 2029 
Sheila Gates 
Beverly Leap 

Sue Thompson 

Members of the Nominating Committee: 

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Sue Bell 

Lu Ann Hager 
Albert Miller 

Debbie Pearce 



_____________________________________ 
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_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 
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_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

57 West Baltimore Street, Greencastle, PA 17225 
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